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ring Steel for cutting hard Marbles. An Account of the Ad- 
vantages of Virginia , for building Ships. A way of snaking 
Vines grow to advantage,and for the obtaining riper , and grea¬ 
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An accurate Defcription of the Cacao-tree, and the wap of it’s 
Curing and Husbandry , &c 3 given by an Intelligent per (on 
now rejldingin Jamaica. 

I Send you on thisShip a box, that hath in itaCacao* 
tree painted to the life. ’Tis certain, nothing was 
ever more like 5 and this Pi&ure contains the whole Hiftory 
of the Cacao. Its of an old Tree 3 the body of which (as 
they commonly are,) is about 4 inches in diameter, 5 foot in 
height, and above 1 ajfrom the ground to the top of the Tree. 
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Thefe Trees are exceedingly different amongft rhetnfelrei; 
for,fome fhoot up in a or 3 bodies 3 others in one, 8s this,Their 
Leaves are many of them dead, and moft difcolour’d, unlefs 
on very young Trees. They are not at all beautiful, nor fo a* 
greeable to the Eye, as the Fruit is to the Palate of them that 
love Chocolatto. The number of Codds the Tree produces, 
is uncertain .* But we reckon, a bearing Tree yieldl from 2 
to 8 pound of nuts a year 3 and each Codd contains from 20 to 
30 nuts. 

The Manner of Curing them is $ to cut them down when 
they are ripe, and to lay them to fweat 3 or 4dayes in the 
Codds 3 which is done by laying them on heaps. After this 
they cut the codds, and take out the nuts, and put them into 
a trough cover’d with plantan-leaves, where they fweat again 
about 16 or 20 days. The nuts that are in each codd, are knit 
together by certain fibres, and have about them a white kind 
of pu'p, that s agreeable to the palate. By the turning and 
fwctting their little firings are broken,and the pulp is imbibed 
and mingled with the fubftance of the nut. After this, they, 
are put to dry 3 or 4 weeks in the Sunand then they 
become of a redd'fli dark colour, as you fee, and fo are 
cured. 

What is remarkable in this Fruit is,that the Codds grow on¬ 
ly out of the Body or great Limbs and boughs 3 and that at 
the fame time, and io the fame place,there are bloflbmSjyoung 
and ripe fruit, 

Thefe Trees bear at different times^the greateft crop.at moft 
of cur Cacao walks is in December and January: Bur atone 
©f Colonel Modifords walks,whence this Tree was taken^hey 
bear moft in May $ yet its not above 5 miles fronrthofe walks, 
which bear alwaies in December : But thofe that bear 
then, have fome fruit in Maj/j as the’otherhavein December. 

It's .planted firft in the Nut, alwaies under fhide: Some do 
k under Cafiwe 3 others, under Plantan-tree, and fbmeinth© 
Woods. The Spaniards ufed a certain large fhady plant, 
call'd by them Midre di Cacao : We only th’others ; and fcF 
domtranfplant, only where it fails, a it doth many times in 0- 
poor and dry laad>; for* this Tree requires to be flick 
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trr’d from the Sun while ’tis young, and alwaits from the 
Kord Eaft winds $ and to have a fat moift low (oyl, which 
makes them to be planted commonly by Rivers and between 
Mountains: So that ‘tis ill living where there are good Cacao- 
walks. In a year’s time the Plant comes to be 4 foot highland 
hath a leaf fix times as big as an old Tree, which, as the Plant 
grows bigger, falls off, and lefler come in their placc,which is 
another extraordinary quality.of this Tree. 

The Trees are commonly planted at 12 footdiftancej and 
at 3 years old, where the ground is good, and the Plant pros¬ 
perous, it begins to bear a little, and then they cut down all or 
fome of the (hade, andfothe fruit increaies till the 10th or 
12th year $ then the Tree is fuppofcd to be in its prime. How 
long it may continue fo, none with us can guefs $ but it’s ccr» 
tain, the root generally (hoots out fuckers, that fupply the 
place of the old flock when dead or cut down,un!cfs when a- 
oy ill quality of the ground or air kill both. 

Neither we,nor our neighbours of Hifpaniola or Cuba know, 
what to attribute this late blaft of the Cacao to. Some fancy, 
’tis age $ others think,’tis worms 5 fome believe it to be want 
of (hade, or an ill quality of the winds * but moft judge it’s 
fome Conftellation or ill Difpofition of the Climate. We 
formerly might have made here 2 or 300000 pound per an. 
mm but thefe two iaft years hardly 50CC. Yet are not peo¬ 
ple at all difeourag'd,but plant it fatter than ever, efpecially 
to the EjA ward, where are divers young walks,that have not 
one dead or blaftcd tree. 

Cacao was originally of the(e Indies and wild.TowardsAfe- 
racajo are divers Spots of it in the mountains 5 and I am 
informed,the Portuguefes have.lately difcover’d whole Wood* 
of it up the River of Maranott. 

This is the Hiftory of the Cacao and its Husbandry, 
You cannot be ignorant of its ufe and virtue 5 but nothing, 
me thinks, commends it fo much, as that it (hould pais 
by detail for Mooy in New spam and the Silver-Couo* 
tries. 
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